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a. Tehran and Vicinity. There is no additional evidence which would 
necessitate revision of the estimate which placed Tudeh membership in 
Tehran between ),000 and 8,000. In fact, recent information would tend 
to confirm the estimate of 8,000 members. Depending upon the extent of 
Governnent fraud in counting the votes, some indication of the number of 
Tudeh-front group affiliates, fellow travellers y and sympathizers in this 
area may become known when the final returns are conpleted. In the 
meantime the estimate of 30,000 adherents and fellow travellers should 
renain unchanged. 


be Provinces. Little new concrete evidence concerning the Tudeh provincial 

_ Strength has been received. Irom election developments to date the Party 
has made a surprisingly poor showing in Gurgan, Gilan, and Mazanderan. 
However, this fact does not reflect the paucity of Tudeh numbers so much 
as the strength of National Front tactics which have prevented the Tudeh 
from exercising its full strength. According to recent reports, the 
Tudeh and Tudeh-front numerical strength in Kurdistan (judging from pre- 
election activity) is greater than expected. There is also some indica- 
tion that the National lront is concerned as to the Tudeh strength in 
iibadan, where Party strength may be shown ‘in support of the pro-Tudeh 
candidate i11 Omid in the forthcoming election in this area. Indicative 
of this is the possibility that Hoseyn Malki may relinquish his Tehran 
seat in the liajlis (which is virtually assured) and run for office fron 
fibadan. 


2. Ability of the Iranian Governnent to Control the Tudeh Part 


a. dtranian security agencies are believed at present to be capable of resisting 
successfully any attempt by the Tudeh to seize the Government by illegal 
means or to cause large-scale intemal disturbances. However, there has 
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been some Tudeh penetration of the Army and Police, and possible future 
deterioration of morale caused by delinquent salary payments will 
undoubtedly tend to reduce the will and ability of the Arny to resist 
Tudeh aggressivenesse 


bo The Mossadegh Government has exhibited exce;tional and unexpected shrewd 
ness and firmess in neutralizing the well-organized Tudeh election 


25X1 


effort in Tehran and the provinces. As soon as the elections are completed, 
it is expected that the Hossadegh Government may be forced to take a strong 
stand against the Tudeh, in view of the fact that the latter will represe..t. 


the most significant and bost organized oppositions: 


co The waintenance of strength necessary for the Mossadegh Governnent to 
, control the Tudeh depends upon whether or nots 


1) the Government continues to receive nade eeste popular support in 
‘the face of economic deteriorations 


2) the liational Front openly splits lito antagonistic factions without 
the unifying "gravitation pul." heretofore suzplied by Lritish 
opposition and by the forthcoming elections. {there is already a 


major split between iakicil and Dr. Noszaffar DBaghal, and a split between 


Makid, and Kashani is developing.) 
Tudeh Tactics 


Based upon current eetietinaen: i is. Velieved. the Tudeh will increasingly 
concentrate upon attacking the American position and the iossadegh Government 
in connection with Point IV, American Military Missions, and possible settle~ 
ment of the oil question (even though the settleent is favorable to Iran). 
The Tudeh will also find other issues which will assist it in its attempt to 
exploit current Iranian nationalism at the expense of Western interests. 
Tudeh-front organized demonstrators will probably continue, lending their | 
voice to this tactical line and attracting an increasing Party~front support. 


Conclusions 
a. In view of the election trend to date, there appeais to be no possibility 


that the Tudeh Party will gain a significant minority in the Majlis ~ 
through which it can ultimately seize power by parliamentary means. 


bo Under current couditions, the Tudeh is not capable of staying a successful 


coup d'état against the Central Government without inmediate overt inter~ 
vention of the Soviet Union in its support, or without indirect Soviet 
support (such as arms, money, and so forth) on a scale which vould be 
tantamount to overt intervention and could scarcely be concealeds, 


cs The future Sapatitity of the Tudeh to stage a coup deends upon the extent 


and swiftness of Iranian economic deterioration and whether or not such 
deterioration causes the breakdown of public administration and security. 


.G, Rather than attempt a coup, it would appear nore logical for the Tudeh 


Party to attempt further to veaken western influence andto oppose attempts 


by the Iranian Government to reach agreements with the hest. 


6. The Tudeh may attempt to exploit splits and rivalries among leading 
National Frontists by causing defections (either clandestine or overt) to 
the Party. This danger would be increased if Hossadegh should relinquish 
the premiership by voluntary resignation or by death, thereby causing a 
scramble for power by leading National Frontists. 


GONKIDENT EAT 


Approved For Release 2002/08/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R010400350001-1 


25X1 


Approved For Release 2002/08/08 ; CIA-RDP82-00457R010400350001-1 
CONFIDENT a 


a 28K 


CHITRAL INTELLIGNICE acmicy [| | 25X1A 


~a- 


f. The Government at present is capable of seriously injuring the Tudeh and 

. Significantly reducing its potential by taking strong action against it, 
such as the arrest of its hard core leaders. In fact, this is the only 
way by which Tudeh progress and growth can be stemed quickly. lhether 
or not the Government will take such action is problematical and depends 
upon nany factors, including the potency of Tudeh opposition to Mossadegh, 
_ the endurance of popular support and the strength of the Government, and 
the full comprehension by the Iranian Goverment of the strength of the 
Tudeh Party. It is believed that iiossadegh tends to overestimate the 
extent to which his popularity is, in itself, a deterrent to the Tudeh. 


25X14 oe lo | a Ali Omid was arrested and sentenced to ten years! 
solitary co enent, following the attempt on the Shah's life in 
February 1949. le was released on bail in May 1951. 
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